
 
 
 

Toni Hartje AKA Upside Down Kitty  
Upside Down Kitty (Toni Hartje) is a self-taught artist born, raised, and currently living in 
the Pacific Northwest. Toni is an avid gardener; when she’s not painting or playfully 
walking through the forests, you can find Toni working in her many flower gardens. She 
loves nature and is inspired by its’ many varied colors, textures, sounds, and 
inhabitants. Her art depicts the natural world as she see’s it; with a twist of punchy 
colors, curiosity, playfulness, and enchantment. 

Toni rediscovered art when the symptoms of Chronic Lyme Disease forced her to leave 
her profession in 2018. She became bedridden, and spent many years struggling to 
regain enough strength and energy to just pick up a pencil or paintbrush. Art was key to 
her recovery, as the pain and neuropathy she experienced was very limiting. Over the 
years, using a pencil or paintbrush, even for 15-20 minutes, became a huge win. By 
2023, she had worked up to a 1-2 hour painting session a few times a month and was 
able to spend some time in her flower gardens. Toni could manage her health 
limitations and make art and do some gardening, so she decided to make art not only 
her profession, but also her purpose in starting in 2024. 

She wants to share this healing, joy, and playfulness through her 

paintings. With every painting you can dive into a world where the 

ordinary meets something unexpected. Experience her flowers as 

she does. Allow your imagination to wander through the enchanted 

forests, vibrant meadows, and energetic waterscapes of the Pacific 

Northwest. Experience the thrill of a splash of drama, a whisper of 

fantasy, and a burst of color that will ignite your senses. Let your 

curiosity guide you as you explore the hidden wonders of nature. 

Welcome to a realm of endless possibilities, welcome to the world of 

Upside Down Kitty. 

Website:  www.upsidedownkitty.com 
@upside_down_kitty 
Facebook.com/Upside Down Kitty 


